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#4 35U.S.C. 184 Filing of application in foreign country

(1) Except when authorized by a license obtained from the Commissioner of Patents a
person shall not file or cause or authorize to be filed in any foreign country prior to six
months after filing in the United States an application for patent or for the registration of a
utility model, industrial design, or model in respect of an invention made in this country. (L4
THE)
#5 35U.S.C. 185 Patent barred for filing without license
Notwithstanding any other provisions of law any person, and his successors, assigns, or legal
representatives, shall not receive a United States patent for an invention if that person, or his
successors, assigns, or legal representatives shall, without procuring the license prescribed in
section 184 of this title, have made, or consented to or assisted another's making, application
in a foreign country for a patent or for the registration of a utility model, industrial design, or
model in respect of the invention. A United States patent issued to such person, his successors,
assigns, or legal representatives shall be invalid, unless the failure to procure such license was
through error and without deceptive intent, and the patent does not disclose subject matter
within the scope of section 181 of this title.
£ 6 35U.S.C. 186 Penalty
Whoever, during the period or periods of time an invention has been ordered to be kept secret
and the grant of a patent thereon withheld pursuant to section 181 of this title, shall, with
knowledge of such order and without due authorization, willfully publish or disclose or
authorize or cause to be published or disclosed the invention, or material information with
respect thereto, or whoever willfully, in violation of the provisions of section 184 of this title,
shall file or cause or authorize to be filed in any foreign country an application for patent or
for the registration of a utility model, industrial design, or model in respect of any invention
made in the United States, shall, upon conviction, be fined not more than $10,000 or
imprisoned for not more than two years, or both.
£ 7 EPC Article54 Novelty

(1) An invention shall be considered to be new if it does not form part of the state of the art.
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(2) The state of the art shall be held to comprise everything made available to the public by
means of a written or oral description, by use, or in any other way, before the date of filing of
the European patent application.

(3) Additionally, the content of European patent applications as filed, the dates of filing of
which are prior to the date referred to in paragraph 2 and which were published on or after
that date, shall be considered as comprised in the state of the art.
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